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1.0  POLICY 

The Office of the State Public Defender (OPD) recognizes the need and benefit 
of using the expertise of experienced attorneys in the system to mentor other 
attorneys.  OPD recognizes the benefit to clients of the sharing of knowledge of 
each of us throughout the system.  For these reasons, OPD establishes the 
following procedures. 
 

2.0  PROCEDURE 
2.1 There is, for purposes of this policy, a Mentoring Panel made up of the Chief 

Public Defender, the Training Officer, the Contracts Manager and at least two 
other experienced public defenders selected by the Chief Public Defender.  
The two other experienced public defenders shall be selected on a case-by-
case basis. 

 
2.2 Any public defender who is preparing a case to go to trial on a felony 

involving a crime in Title 45, Chapter 5, Parts 1, 3, 4, 5 shall contact the Chief 
Public Defender at least 90 days before trial and request a meeting with the 
Mentoring Panel.  The Chief Public Defender shall select the participants and 
arrange the meeting which can be in person, by telephone, or by VisionNet, 
as needed at the time. 

 
2.3 The trial attorney will be prepared to present to the Panel a synopsis of the 

facts from the perspective of the prosecution, the anticipated theory of 
defense, and any requests for experts, second-chair assistance, travel 
arrangements, investigative needs, etc. 

 
2.4 Any public defender who anticipates trying a case other than those listed 

above, may request a meeting with the Mentoring Panel by contacting the 
Chief Public Defender and the same procedure will be used. 

 
3.0  CLOSING 
  Questions about this policy should be directed to OPD at the following address: 
 

Office of the State Public Defender, Administrative Service Division 
44 West Park 
Butte, MT 59701 
Phone 406-496-6080 


